2020-2021- Prep U.S. History Syllabus
Teacher Information:
Mr. Cory Bowyer  

Rm. E136


cbowyer@houstonisd.org
Mrs. Erin Tubbs

Rm. N120


eedick@houstonisd.org
Mrs. Heather Barrow

Rm. E236 


hbarrow@houstonisd.org
Ms. Ashely Strickland

Rm. S213


Ashley.strickland@houstonisd.org
Conference Period – 4th.

Class Overview:
The preparatory United States History course is designed to prepare students for a comprehensive STAAR U.S. History exam to be given May 2, 2023.  The class includes examination of major themes and concepts in U.S. History, including past and contemporary problems and democratic attempts at solutions.  Students will use a digital survey textbook and selected historical documents as resources.  Students will be expected to develop a personal reservoir of factual knowledge in order to exercise analytic skills.  Students will be expected to read and interpret maps, charts, cartoons, graphs, and primary resources such as personal diaries, political speeches, literary selections, contracts, and newspaper or other media reports.  New this year students will be expected to complete a writing portion.
Required Materials: 
You will need the following items in class EVERY DAY:
1. Laptop

2. Pen or Pencil
3. Binder
4.   Notebook
Binder:  Your binder must include pockets and notebook paper.  This binder will contain class notes and your individual work. 
Grades:  Major tests and major projects will count as 70% and all other grades will be 30%.  Graded activities will include written essays, presentations, class work, homework, and quizzes.  Social Studies testing days are Tuesday and Friday.  

· Absences: If you are absent you will need to get make up assignments the day you return. Makeup assignments and tests will be due within ONE WEEK of the original due date. It is your responsibility to check the HUB for missed assignments. 
· Late Work: Late work will be done and accepted only on days of designated late work tutorials prior to the major assessment. Students are allowed to do two late assignments per cycle. (Special circumstances may apply.)   After the unit test no late work will be accepted containing material on that test.
· Re-takes: To re-take an assessment, you must the required review activity and complete the assigned re-take in Mr. Bowyer’s room – Wednesday during lunch. 
· Testing Policy: Students will place all bags, backpacks and cellphones at the front of the classroom. Cheating will not be tolerated.  If all rules are not followed the teacher will assume cheating as taken place.
Behavior: 
Rules for this class are listed below.
1. Arrive to class on time with required materials

2. Follow all instructions

3. Be respectful to the teacher

4. Be respectful to your classmates

5. NO FOOD, DRINKS, OR CELL PHONES IN CLASS
Classroom Expectations: This is a STAAR course that requires a fast pace to ensure that the entire curriculum is covered. This course will demand that students are on task and engaged during every lesson.
The conditions below will be enforced during the following activities:

· Individual Work: Students will keep talking to a minimum and keep focused on the task. Students will do their own work and not copy off their classmates. Students will make use of their class time by working on the assignment.
· Direct Teacher Instruction: Students will not talk unless asking a question. When asked to participate, students will raise their hand and share out respectfully. Students will make use of their class time by taking notes and listening to the teacher.
· Partner or Group Work: Students will talk at a reasonable volume about the assignment. Students will contribute equally to the activity. Students will make use of their class time by collaborating with their peers to master the learning objective.
· Quizzing or Testing: Students will not talk at all. Students will place ALL belongings at the front of the classroom, including cellphones. Students will make use of their class time by focusing on the test and completing the assessment to the best of their ability.
Projected Course Outline
Please understand dates are subject to change and current lesson plans can be found on the HUB.
	Cycle
	Dates
	Units Covered

	1
	Aug. 11 – Sept. 30  
	Unit 1: The Gilded Age

Unit 2: Age of Imperialism and Reform

	2
	October 03– Nov. 11 
	Unit 3: World War I and Social Change of the 1920s

Unit 4: Economics and Politics of the 1920s and 1930s

	3
	Nov. 14 – Dec. 21
	Unit 5: Rise of Dictators and World War II

	4
	Jan. 9-Feb. 24
	Unit 6: Cold War

Unit 7: Civil Rights

	5
	Feb. 27-Aprl 14
	Unit 8: Constitutional Issues and Changes

Unit 9: Change Over Time

	6
	April 17-May 31
	Unit 10: Foundations of American Thought

Unit 11: Late 20th Century Contemporary Issues


***  Changes may occur as end of the year STAAR is May 4.
U.S. History Tutorial Schedule 

Monday 

2nd half of lunch                  Tubbs

  N120

 AFTER SCHOOL              Barrow                 E236*

Tuesday 

1st half of lunch                    Strickland             S213

AFTER SCHOOL               Tubbs                    N120

 

Wednesday 

All of lunch                          Bowyer                 E136

 

Thursday                             

AFTER SCHOOL               Barrow                  E236*

 

Friday 

1st half of lunch                 Barrow               
   E236

2nd half of lunch

      Strickland
   
   S213

